
TWO REFERENDUMS PASSED AT 
YEARLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING!

The Waterford Glen Homeowners Association had its 

yearly membership meeting on July 9th. We meet once 

a year to elect board members, discuss neighborhood 

issues, set assessments & more. This year it was held 

online  and  had  a  good  turnout  of  participants  via 

Zoom.  Two referendums were included on the ballot 

this year and both passed. The first was to reduce the 

required number of conifers on homeowner's lots from 

two to one. The second referendum asked if backyard 

sheds  should  be  permitted  in  Waterford  Glen. 

However, that doesn't mean you can start building your 

shed right now. 

The  Board  is  currently  working  on  a  resolution  to 

amend the Covenants to allow for the construction of 

sheds in Waterford Glen.  The resolution will  specify 

that  plans  for  a  shed  MUST  be  submitted  to  the 

Architectural  Control  Committee  for  review  and 

approval. It will also specify size limits, what materials 

are required for construction of the shed, where it will 

be placed on the lot, and that the owner must confirm 

with the City of Fitchburg that the addition of the shed 

will not cause the impervious area of the lot to exceed 

limits set by the City. We anticipate it will take 30 to 45 

days  to  finalize  the  resolution. Until  then,  do  not 

construct a shed. Thank you for your patience!

If you would like to familiarize yourself with the rules 

listed in Waterfordglen's Covenants, you can visit our 

website: waterfordglenhoa.org. And don't forget to 

turn in your yearly assessments by August 31st.

BEETLE MANIA IS HERE!

For  those  of  you  battling  against  Japanese 

Beetles,  here  are  some top  ways  to  get  rid  of 

them  organically.  Since  traps  end  up  bringing 

just  as  many beetles  into  the  neighborhood as 

they kill if not more, it's important to try a varied 

approach to reduce their numbers over time.

1. Manually remove beetles into a jar of soapy 

water (early morning/evening).

2. Cover affected plants with mosquito netting 

or mesh fabric. This works especially well for 

vulnerable, young plantings.

3. Apply beneficial nematodes and/or milky 

spore to the soil to kill larvae. Milky spore may 

take a few years to get established, but once it 

does it can last over 15 years.

4. Choose plants wisely to avoid attracting more 

beetles. Some of their favorites are: apple trees, 

birch trees, raspberries & roses.

5. Apply neem oil to the leaves regularly. There 

are two types - hydrophobic clarified neem oil 

works by suffocating insects on contact, while 

neem oil with Azadirachtin disrupts the life 

cycle of the beetle and is a repellant. To avoid 

harming bees, don't spray flowering plants and 

spray in the evening.

6. Make your own trap - ferment fruit cocktail 

by leaving it in the sun a few days. Next, place 

the can on top of a brick inside a bucket filled 

with water. The cocktail attracts beetles and the
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As recently as the 1960s, experts estimated there were 

less  than  600  Eastern  bluebirds  left  in  Wisconsin. 

These beautiful native birds were in decline due to loss 

of  habitat,  competition  with  aggressive,  non-native 

birds, and harsh winters.

This  Eastern  bluebird  is 

universally  endearing 

with its brilliant blue and 

orange  plumage  and 

melodious song. They are 

among only a few native 

birds  in  Wisconsin  that 

are  blue.  Traditionally, 

seeing  a  bluebird  has 

been  associated  with 

happiness,  spiritual  joy 

and  tranquility.  So  who 

wouldn’t  want  to  see 

more bluebirds everyday?

The  Bluebird  Restoration  Association  of  Wisconsin 

(BRAW)  was  formed  to  start  a  bluebird  nest  box 

program. They created a “bluebird trail”— a series of 

nest  boxes  at  specific  locations  monitored  by  an 

individual or group. In 1988, Sylvia Marek designed 

and  installed  a  bluebird  trail  in  the  Longenecker 

Horticultural Gardens of the UW Arboretum. For 30 

years,  Sylvia  has  consistently attended to each 

box  and  actively  managed  the  bluebird  trail. 

From 1988 to 2017, 694 bluebirds have fledged 

from the Arboretum boxes!

Through  50  years  of  work  to  restore  the 

bluebird, BRAW members recorded over 32,00 

bluebirds fledged. So if you love seeing birds in 

your yard – perhaps you could try adding a blue 

bird  house  this  year!  In  order  to  protect  from 

predators/pests  and  keep  the  bluebirds  safe, 

make sure to check out these helpful resources 

for more information:

• www.braw.org

• www.nabluebirdsociety.org/ 

• www.audubon.org/news/how-build-

bluebird-nest-box

• sialis.org/new.htm & sialis.org/basics.htm

WISCONSIN'S NATIVE BLUEBIRD 
IS THRIVING AGAIN:  FIND OUT 
WAYS YOU CAN HELP! 

water drowns them. There are many variations of 

these homemade fruit traps online.

There are even more creative ideas posted by fellow 

neighbors on Nextdoor.com, such as using a shop-vac 

or feeding them to chickens!

Submit any questions you have to 
waterfordglenhoa@yahoo.com. This is 
your opportunity for your voice to be 

heard & make changes in the 
neighborhood!

Stay connected with neighbors
 and stay up to date on events free 

at waterfordglen.nextdoor.com

mailto:waterfordglenhoa@yahoo.com

